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of them made his mark in some capacity, and it is a remark-
able fact that the Convention, which was to direct the largest
armies and the most extended series of wars known in the
modern history of Europe, should have contained, among its
thousand members, only twenty-two men who had any know-
ledge of war or of military discipline. It is curious to note
the political opinions and subsequent career of these twenty-
two officers. No less than seven of them, Sillery, Valady,
Coustard, Aubry, Doulcet, Espinassy, and La Vallee, were pro-
nounced Girondins, of whom the three former were guillotined,
and the four latter excluded from the Convention for signing
the protest of the seventy-three; two, Carnot and Prieur
of the C6te-d'0r, were members of the Great Committee
of Public Safety; five, Barras, Dubois-Craned, Bellegarde,
Soubrany and Chateauneuf-Randon, were conspicuous for
vigour as deputies on mission; three, Barras, Delmas, and
Rovere, ranked with the chief Thermidorians, while Soubrany
has his place among the last Montagnards; three, Barras,
Letourneur, and Carnot, became Directors, two, Aubry and
Rovere, were victims of the coup d'etat of Fructidor, 1797,
Gasparin died in the November of 1793 ; Dubois-Cranc6 acted
for some time as Minister for War; two became famous
generals under Napoleon, Milhaud and Lacombe Saint-Michel,
and two, Dubois-Dubais and Doulcet de Pontecoulant, became
senators of the Empire. Of these twenty-two officers, how-
ever, only nine took a continuous and active part1 in the
military discussions in the Convention, and had much influence
in deciding its military policy. Of these nine, Dubois-Cranc6
was the greatest, and continued to urge his great idea of
national conscription, which he had broached in the Constituent
Assembly ; * Carnot and Prieur of the Cote-d'Or have already
been noticed;3 Aubry, Lacombe Saint-Michel, and Letourneur
did not come to the front until after the fall of Robespierre;

1  lung's Dubois-Cranct, vol. i. p. 321.

2  Yol. i. pp. 383-386.   Dubois de Craned changed his signature to
Dubois-Crance on the abolition of titles.

3  Yol. 11. chap, ix. pp. 300-303.